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Highfield Park Trust is on Facebook and Twitter. Join the conversation.  

SPRING NEWSLETTER 

Did you know? 

Unfinished Business... 

The initial focus for the Trust this year has been to 

complete a significant grant application to repair the 

paths on the Hill End side of the Park. As you will   

recall, although the Trust has worked hard to grow its 

income streams over the last ten years, we still need 

grant funding for these larger capital projects.  

Our first application was rejected just over two years 

ago and in the meantime we have worked with a spe-

cialist from HCC in preparing for this second applica-

tion. We have surveyed the path network, reviewed 

our specifications and more recently, run a tendering 

process with a list of recommended contractors.  

We have tried to learn from the previous submission 

and have completely revised its content. Hopefully, 

our chances of success will have increased.  

To start with, we’ve been significantly less ambitious 

in our financial request; we are now only targeting the 

worst areas. Both CHPC and SADC have been sup-

portive and directed some S106 funding to us, which 

secures a very good start and to this we’ve committed 

some of our own resources. Despite all this good 

work, the funding request is still very significant.  

We have therefore worked with Anne Main and her 

team, the Leader of SADC, Alec Campbell, County 

Councillor Dreda Gordon and District Councillor Jamie 

Day to support us in this vital application. 
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Please support us by joining our Tree Sponsorship programme!  Sponsor a Tree 

Everyone has been fantastic with their support and we can now only hope for a favourable outcome. We’ve 

worked hard and developed some new capabilities along the way. Fingers crossed and thanks to all. 

Since the beginning of the year we have also been busy completing work on a longstanding IT improvement  

project that has made our email, data backup and web hosting systems more resilient. Vital if unseen work. 

In the Winter newsletter, we advertised for new Trustees to join the Board and we were delighted that we 

have recently been able to appoint Joe Gray and Rory Percival into the two positions we wanted to fill. 

Joe has been a regular visitor to Highfield Park for a number of years and enjoys looking for insects and other 

smaller life-forms, as well as participating in the odd game of petanque. He has postgraduate degrees in zoolo-

gy and forestry and is deeply interested in nature and conservation.  

Rory has lived in St Albans since 2000. He has worked in financial services for over 30 years, around 20 years in 

financial advice firms and then 10 years at the Financial Conduct Authority. He says his hobbies involve mud 

and exhaustion, including growing vegetables on his Highfield Park allotment! 

We welcome both to the Board and look forward to their contributions in future years.  

Joe Gray Rory Percival Rob Allen 

But as new faces arrive, a very familiar face has decided to seek pastures anew. Rob Allen has been our Park 

Supervisor since 2005 and before that he was with Shenley Park Trust. Rob is a fount of knowledge around 

the Park and whatever he turns his hand to, he can be relied on to do it extremely well. We will obviously 

miss having him around the place and wish him well as he starts his new business in St. Albans. 

So the Trust is again in a period of change. In due course we will appoint a new Park Supervisor to embrace 

the priorities that we’ve recently set for 2019. In addition to having another go at the Allotment Pond, which 

just defeated us last year, we’ll endeavour to improve the Woodland and Galloway’s Gardens and create a 

plan to improve the Arcure, which will probably need some specialist advice. At one time this was believed to 

be the best example of an Arcure in the UK and yet today it mostly goes unnoticed. 

We are also eager to increase the biodiversity within the Park. We are sadly in the midst of what is known as 

the Sixth Mass Extinction Event which is expected to wipe at least 75% of species off the planet over the com-

ing centuries . It is a horrendous state of affairs and we feel we must do our bit to stem the tide and increase 
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Did you know that Highfield Park Trust facilities can be hired?   Venue for Hire 

awareness of park users.  With this in mind, Joe has developed, with experts on the subjects, a unique series of 

walks and talks. Full details are on the website, but please make a note of the initial events below and support 

us in this important endeavour. We’ll provide an update in the next newsletter. 

We will also bring an outside operatic performance to the Park 

this summer for the first time. Gilbert and Sullivan’s most well 

known operetta, with a difference . . in the woods! The Pirates of  

Penzance will be performed by Opera Anywhere on Sunday 14th 

July and early bird tickets are available on their website.  

Luna Cinema returns with a back-to-back musical extravaganza 

featuring Mamma Mia: Here we go again showing on Wednesday 

3rd July and Bohemian Rhapsody on Thursday 4th July. Tickets 

will sell fast and are available from their website. 

Other old favourites are returning by popular request! However, 

the one notable exception is the St. Albans Town and County 

Show, that won’t run this year. Instead, we’ll be supporting 

“Larks in the Parks” on Sunday 30th June. 

Tim Abbott, Chair of Trustees. 
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See www.highfieldparktrust.co.uk for our upcoming events!   Events 

Events in 2019 


