
 

 

Highfield Park Trust is on Facebook and Twitter. Join the conversation.  

WINTER NEWSLETTER 
Caring for St. Albans rural park since 1996  

For more news vis i t—www.highf ie ldpark trus t.co.uk 

Did you know? 

Blah 



 

 

Sponsor a Tree Please support us by joining our Tree Sponsorship programme!  

Highfield Park Trust Winter Newsletter 2018  

On November 11th the Trust lit its Jubilee Beacon to 

commemorate the end of the First World War.  

Hundreds of locals attended the event and saw the 

fourteen silhouettes that told the story of the forty-

four Hill End Hospital workers who went off to serve 

their Country in the Great War. Placed in a glade in 

Hither Wood and eerily lit by torch light, they provided 

an incredibly moving spectacle. Readings were given 

and the last post sounded before the Beacon was 

finally lit. We felt it was a fitting tribute and have been 

incredibly touched by all the emails and comments of 

appreciation we have subsequently received. Thank 

you. 

The following day, the silhouettes were moved from 

Hither Wood to the Hill End Community Garden, with 

the iconic hospital building in the background. In time, 

we will relocate them again to the Visitor Centre, 

where they will be more accessible. The 

complimentary exhibition in the Visitor Centre will 

also now run until Christmas. 

Revealing the history of the hospitals formerly on the 

site of Highfield Park 

The Trust has a mandate to preserve the history of the 

area and over recent years two trustees have 

undertaken an extensive research programme into the 

histories of Hill End and Cell Barnes hospitals. 

They have assembled a large collection of material 

including interviews, photographs and plans, which is 

currently stored in inaccessible files and boxes.  

Earlier in the year, the Trust resubmitted a proposal to 

the Heritage Lottery Fund to enable this archive to be 

catalogued, indexed and digitally recorded on our 

website. We were therefore absolutely delighted that 

our new proposal was successful since when the 

project finishes, in September 2019, we will have 

transformed this archive into something that can be 

easily shared with others. 

The Trust will need specialist assistance to achieve 

these goals and has discussed methodology with staff 

from the Heritage Hub at the University of 

Hertfordshire. 

Through them, we have been very fortunate in 

securing the help of their history student Fikeme Simei

-Akajagbo (known as Fifi). 

The process of collecting memories from former 

employees and the general research into the history of 

the two hospitals will continue and this information 

will be used in our future annual walks and talks. 

Highfield Part Trust would like to thank the Heritage 

Lottery Fund and the University of Hertfordshire for 

their support in these endeavours. It really is 

appreciated. 



 

 

Venue for Hire 
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Despite the diverse range of interesting things that 

Trustees have to manage, every so often we have to 

say goodbye to a colleague who has done their bit 

for the community but now have other priorities to 

address. Although we are always sorry to see them 

go, it creates opportunities for new Trustees to join 

and refresh our Board with enthusiasm and ideas. 

The Trust is now looking to appoint two new 

Trustees from the local community who love the 

Park and have the time to serve a dynamic 

organisation, with exciting plans for the future. We 

would in particular welcome applicants with a 

conservation, land management or forest schools 

background, but if you don’t, we would still like to 

hear from you. 

Did you know that Highfield Park Trust facilities can be hired?  

Board meetings  occur six times a year and you would 

also be expected to serve on at least one of our three 

committees and help out at the occasional event. 

Ideally you will be eager to support our work through 

active involvement in a working group, such as those 

that delivered the Visitor Centre and the new 

website. 

So, if you are local, love the Park and are willing to 

serve alongside likeminded people, please write a 

covering lettering and send a copy of your CV to 

Richard Bull, Park Manager and Company Secretary, 

at the following address: 

admin@highfieldparktrust.co.uk 

Further details can be found on the website 

vacancies page. 

Event Date 

Wassailing Night Saturday 5 January 

Easter Bunny Hunt Wednesday 10 April 

Bluebell Photographic Walk Sunday 28 April 

History Walk Sunday 5 May 

Mini-Beast Safari Sunday 9 June 

St Albans Town & Country Festival Weekend 29 & 30 June 

A quick snapshot of some of our events in 2019 
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       Events See www.highfieldparktrust.co.uk for our upcoming events!  

We’re also looking at other new events we can bring to 

Highfield. Outside theatre is something we have tried 

before and are in discussions to do again, but probably 

not until 2020. We are also exploring an operatic 

performance next summer. 

The first event of 2019 will be Wassailing where we 

drink to the good health of our apple trees. This is the 

second time we’ve run the event, which was perfectly 

described as brilliantly bonkers last year. Probably 

enough said. 

Hope you have a Merry Christmas and a healthy New 

Year. Enjoy the Park! 

Tim Abbott 

Our last event of 2018 will be to run a Festive Café 

on the morning of Friday 21st December between 

9:30am and 12:00pm where Trustees will be on 

hand to serve tea, coffee and mince pies in the 

Visitor Centre. If you’re a regular park user and are 

passing by, please do drop in and be our guest. 

There won’t be a charge! 

Our plans for 2019 are already being developed. I 

discussed our educational aspirations in the last 

newsletter and can now confirm that the Trust will 

hold its first outside learning day in the Spring. We 

will also develop several educational activity packs 

that will be made available from the Visitor Centre 

and online. 


